
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR BARROW

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Barrow held on 
Friday, 9 November 2018 at 9.00 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, 
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1LG

PRESENT:

Mr KR Hamilton (Chair)

Mrs A Burns
Mr F Cassidy
Mr D English
Mr D Gawne

Mr B Shirley
Mrs H Wall
Mr S Wielkopolski
Mr MH Worth

Also in Attendance:-

Ms T Ingham - Area Manager - Barrow
Mrs A Meadows - Community Development Officer
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

47 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr W McEwan and Mr R Worthington.

48 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosures of interest made on this occasion.

49 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of any item of business.

50 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

(1) There were no questions or petitions relating to the business of the 
Committee on this occasion.



(2) Mr J Murphy did not attend the meeting, therefore, the statement was 
withdrawn.

51 MINUTES

(1) With reference to minute 39 – 2018/19 Highways Devolved Revenue and 
Capital Update it was agreed to remove the sentence ‘It was highlighted that 
this year the Additional Pothole fund of £696,521 for Barrow also sat within 
this budget line.’ in the third paragraph.

(2) The local Member for Dalton North raised a concern at the lack of reference 
to a query which he had raised regarding pothole allowance.

RESOLVED, that with the inclusion of (1) the minutes of the meeting held on 
21 September 2018 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by 
the Chair.

52 2018/19 HIGHWAYS DEVOLVED REVENUE AND CAPITAL UPDATE

The Committee received a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which presented the Highways Revenue and Devolved Capital and 
Non-Devolved Capital budget finance reports and updated members as to current 
progress on those budget lines (as detailed in the appendices attached to the 
report).

The local Member for Walney North sought clarification regarding the 
commencement date for drainage works on Walney Promenade.  The Highways 
Network Manager explained that the materials had been ordered and he would 
confirm a date for commencement of the works.

The local Member for Newbarns and Parkside requested a copy of the Authority’s 
Contract issued for weed spraying and the previous Contract held by the Borough 
Council.  The Highways Network Manager confirmed that the County Council did not 
have access to the previous Contract held by the Borough.  The Member raised his 
concerns that the County Council had not received a handover from Barrow 
Borough Council.

The local Member for Hindpool raised concerns that a previous request to 
investigate the dim street lighting in Hibbert Road had not been undertaken.  It was 
agreed that the Highways Network Manager would speak to the Street Lighting 
Manager regarding this matter.

The local Member for Dalton South raised his concerns regarding weed spraying 
over dead leaves as a waste of resources.

RESOLVED, that the report be noted.



53 BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP

The Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which gave details of the discussion and recommendations of the 
Highways Advisory Sub-Group (HASG) for the Barrow area which met on 
16 October 2018.

The local Member for Hindpool supported by the local member for Newbarns and 
Parkside raised her concerns regarding increasing traffic management problems at 
the retail parks.  It was requested that work be undertaken to investigate this safety 
issue.  During the course of discussion a recent planning application for one of the 
buildings on the park was highlighted and it was suggested this may be an 
opportunity for the Authority to influence this.  It was agreed this would be included 
as an item on the next Barrow Highways Sub-Group. 

The local Member for Dalton North raised an issue regarding Grizebeck.  He firstly 
thanked the DFT for their commitment to improve this road and asked whether the 
Authority would be in a position to submit this scheme into the 2020-2025 scheme of 
works.  The Highways Network Manager responded that options had been 
developed and consultation was taking place this week.  It was explained that the 
outcomes of this would shape the Authority’s next steps.  He informed members that 
as far as he was aware timescales set out by Government were on target.

The local Member for Walney North asked that a representative from United Utilities 
be invited to the next meeting of the Barrow Highways Sub-Group.  A discussion 
then took place regarding the lack of a speed indication device at North Scale 
Village and the Highways Network Manager agreed to investigate this further and 
report back direct.

The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, officially thanked Story Contractors and the 
Authority’s Highways Team for the work they had undertaken on Jubilee Bridge.  
During the course of discussion it was highlighted and agreed that, taking into 
consideration the development taking place on Walney Island, one of the Local 
Committee’s priorities would be to lobby for a second crossing over to it.

(1) Minutes

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 October 2018 be noted.

(2) Barrow Local Committee Provisional Devolved Highways Capital 
Programme 2019/20

The local Member for Dalton North sought clarification that the various minor 
carriageway patching schemes included Lots Road and it was explained that 
Lots Road was specifically referenced.  During discussion he also raised the issue 
regarding a Traffic Regulation Order for Duke Street to School Street.  The 
Highways Network Manager informed members that a report would be submitted to 
the next meeting of the Barrow Highways Sub-Group and that he would check this 
was included.



The local Member for Dalton South queried the Parkers’ Pond scheme and was 
informed that drainage options for that section of road were being investigated.

RESOLVED, that the Provisional Devolved Highways Capital Programme for 
2019/20 (referred to in Appendix 2 of the report), subject to final 
determination following the approval of the 2019/20 Council budget 
early in 2019 be approved.

54 BARROW LOCAL COMMITTEE UPDATE

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, Customer 
and Community Services which provided Local Committee with an update on its 
work and agreed activity since the last meeting of the Committee.

The Committee were informed that the local Member for Old Barrow had continued 
to work with the Library Service who were reviewing service provision in the 
Division.  It was explained that Barrow Island library was currently self-service 
based in the school, however, it had been closed for a significant period of time for a 
number of reasons.  It was noted that during the year 2017-18 there had been a 
total of 18 book issues recorded through the self-service machine, and when 
analysed those all related to technicians testing/working on the ICT system.   
Members were, therefore, asked to approve the removal of the library service from 
the school and the move to the new service model as outlined in the report.

Members were asked to consider whether they wished to continue to further 
develop Barrow Library as an Autism Friendly service at this time, and if so whether 
they would like to provide additional funding from General Provisions to enable this. 

RESOLVED, that

(1) the report be noted;

(2) the removal of the library service from the school and the 
move to the new service model (as outlined in the report) be 
agreed;

(3) Barrow Library be developed into an autism friendly service 
with option 3 being supported and £5,400 funding provided to 
support this from the General Provisions budget.

55 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORKING GROUP

The Committee received a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which provided members with an update on the 
Children and Young People’s Working Group.



Members were informed that the Working Group had received a request for funding 
from Dropzone.  It was explained that Dropzone Youth Projects was a registered 
charity that had been supporting young people in the Furness area since 2004 with 
the provision of delivery of youth services in fixed locations of Barrow, Dalton, 
Ormsgill and Askam.  It was noted that the organisation also delivered a detached 
youth provision which enabled young people to receive support, advice and 
guidance within their own communities.  Members were informed that the 
application was to focus on the delivery of the work in the fixed locations to support 
young people.  

The Committee’s attention was drawn to the issues regarding mental health 
problems in young people and were informed that the Working Group was 
conscious about the need for support as well as raising awareness.  Members were 
informed that work was being undertaken with organisations such as Dropzone to 
better support young people.

The local Member for Newbarns and Parkside asked whether fostering was being 
investigated.  It was explained that was not part of the remit of the Working Group 
but the Chair of the Group agreed to provide an update at a future meeting of the 
Local Committee.

RESOLVED, that 

(1) the report be noted;

(2) £9,936 be allocated to Dropzone for youth service work from 
the Universal Funding budget.

56 NOMINATION OF LOCAL AUTHORITY GOVERNORS OF NURSERY, 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The Committee considered a schedule which outlined the position regarding vacant 
County Council Governor positions at County Council nursery, primary and 
secondary schools in the area.

RESOLVED, that subject to their approval the following be appointed:-

School Nomination

Dane Ghyll Community Mr A Gallagher
  Primary School

Our Lady of Furness Catholic Mr M Ratcliffe
  Federation



57 LOCAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LEADERSHIP MEETING

The Committee received the notes of the Local Committee Chairs and Leadership 
meeting held on 9 July 2018.

58 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The local Member for Dalton North informed the Committee that he had attended a 
meeting of Dowdales School in his capacity as the Sports Council ambassador.

59 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED, that the next scheduled meeting will take place on Tuesday 
15 January 2019 at 10.30 am in Committee Room 4, Town, Hall, 
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 2LD.

The meeting ended at 9.45 am


